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WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 
Your train journey in reserved seats, usually by he ritage steam 
train, and the services of one of our guides who wi ll help you 
plan your visit and remain with you throughout the day. 
 
BOOKING ARRANGEMENTS, COSTS & TIMINGS 
 
‘Guided Tracks’ operates on dates by arrangement fr om May 
to October 2010. 
 
Various timing options are possible. Our Education Officer or 
your guide for the day will be happy to discuss the se with you. 
 
The cost of this visit is £7.95 per pupil. 1 adult travels free per 
10 (or part of 10) paying pupils. Any additional ad ults, above 
the free allocation, are also charged at the child rate. 
 
Please Note -  A minimum of 20 paying pupils applie s to this 
event. 
 
We strongly recommend a telephone booking in the fi rst 
instance to avoid disappointment. 

National Curriculum 
 
This event  can encompass a variety of aspects of the National  
Curriculum; some examples are given below: 
 

Geography  - Pupils should be encouraged to recognise some physical 
processes such as river erosion, and explain how these can cause 
changes in places and environments. Ask geographical questions such 
as: ‘What is this landscape like?’  ‘Where can we find water locally?’ ‘Is 
all water usable?’ 
Science - Looking at the part science has played in the development 
of many useful things  ( i.e. trains, signals, fuels, bridges ). Looking at 
the country-side and natural elements. 
Design and technology - Pupils should be taught about mechanical, 
electrical, electronic and pneumatic control systems and how 
mechanical systems can be joined together to create different kinds of 
movement. 
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Suitability -  All age groups 
 

As well as our heritage steam trains, which operate  daily 
from May to October, there is a wealth of education al 
opportunity to be gained from a visit to the Severn Valley. 
‘Guided Tracks’ uses the train service to provide l inks up 
and down the valley so that your pupils are able to  alight, at 
appropriate places, and explore this beautiful part  of the 
Worcestershire and Shropshire countryside. 
 
You will be met by one of our experienced guides at your 
departure station; then it’s off by steam train to explore all  the 
Severn Valley has to offer. On the way learn a little about how 
the railway works and how we manage to keep the trains apart ! 
Possibly visit a signal box or enjoy a walk along the river bank 
through the countryside with your picnic lunch taken along the 
way.  
 
Trimpley Reservoir, a short walk from Arley station, is an ideal 
location for water-supply related topics as you can see where  
water is taken from the river. Just below the reservoir the River 
Severn has its own ‘beach’, which is a good example of erosion 
and deposition as the river meanders along.  
 
Our guide will contact you well before the date of your proposed 
visit to discuss the particular emphasis that you require and the 
itinerary for the day. The guide will stay with you throughout the 
day and provide commentary and support as appropriate. 
 
We recommend our booklet ’Journey Ideas for  School 
Visits’ (downloadable) as a starting point for your thinking and 
as a guide to possible timings. A menu  of suggested options is 
printed on the reverse of this information sheet.  



Guided Tracks  

Some ideas for you to consider 
Country Park 
and Highley 

Take a steam train journey to Highley. Call at The Engine House Visitor and Education Centre or visit 
the signal box. Take an optional walk for lunch at  the Miners’ Memorial  or by the River Severn. After 
lunch walk along the riverbank, cross the river via the  Colliery Bridge to the Country Park. Then take 
the woodland walk and/or visit the Country Park Visitor Centre. Distance - 2.5 miles (including Miners’ 
Memorial) 
 
or  
 
2 miles (woodland walk -  add 1 mile). 
Disabled Access - Not advised. 

Arley  Take a steam train journey to Arley with the following options. 
 
Walk along the quiet lane into Seckley Woods for superb views over the Severn Valley. Return via the 
riverside path, walking under Victoria Bridge on the return. 
 
Distance - 3.5 miles. 
Disabled access - Not advised. 
 
Walk along the riverside path into Eyemore Woods and return via Trimpley Reservoir and the riverside 
path, possibly calling at the ’beach’ before walking under Victoria Bridge. 
 
Distance - 3.5 miles. 
Disabled access - Not advised. 
 
Combine both walks for older pupils who are strong walkers. 
Disabled access - Not advised. 

Arley - 
Bewdley 
(or reverse) 

Take a steam train journey to Arley. Walk along the east bank of the River Severn passing under 
Victoria Bridge and past Trimpley Reservoirs. Rejoin the train at Northwood Halt for your return 
journey. 
 
Distance - 3 miles. 
 
Take a steam train journey to Bewdley. Walk over Telford’s bridge and  through the Georgian town and 
then along the riverside path to Arley passing Dowles Brook and Victoria Bridge on the way. This is a 
lovely walk, mainly in the heart of the countryside. 
 
Distance - 4.5 miles 
Disabled access - Not advised. 

Hampton Loade  
via the ferry to the  
Dudmaston Estate 

Take a steam train journey to Hampton Loade. Cross the River Severn by traditional ‘tethered’ ferry 
(cost included) then walk across the fields and through the woods to Dudmaston Hall for a picnic lunch 
(not included). Return to catch the train back to your starting point. 
 
Distance - 4.5 miles 
Disabled access - Not advised. 

Kidderminster  
Railway 
Museum 

Combine any option passing through our station at Kidderminster with a visit to Kidderminster Railway 
Museum. These visits must be escorted by one of our guides ( an admission charge may be payable 
on the day). 
 
Disabled access - Available. 

Highley to 
Arley 
(or reverse) 

Take a steam train journey to Highley. Call at The Engine House or visit the signal box. Then take a 
riverside walk to Arley where you will catch your return train back to your starting point. 
 
 
Distance - 2.5 miles 
Disabled access - Not advised. 

Please bear in mind the following may be applicable  to ensure you enjoy your day 
 
¨  Paths may be overgrown, muddy and possibly with ne ttles/brambles. 

¨  Long trousers, strong footwear, long sleeved shirt s, a hat and wet weather wear gear (preferably in a  rucksack) are advisable. 

¨  In adverse weather conditions your guide may sugge st an alternative itinerary with shortened walk or additional time on the train. 

¨  Certain walks include short sections on quiet coun try lanes where close supervision of the children i s essential. 

¨  Visits to signal boxes are at the discretion of th e signalman on duty and may be cancelled at short n otice for operational reasons.  

    Please enquire about availability 


