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In association with Bewdley Town MuseumIn association with Bewdley Town Museum   
  
Suitability - Years 3 - 6 
 
How were rivers crossed before the invention of the  
bridge? What is a ford? What is a coracle or a teth ered 
ferry? River & Rail provides the answers and much m ore. 
Just for starters, a coracle, which Julius Caesar i n 55BC 
described as a ‘small skin covered craft’, is an un usual 
shaped boat and one of the earliest forms of transp ort on 
both the River Severn and the Welsh rivers. 
 
This event takes a look at journeys by river along the Severn 
Valley. It touches on settlement and why the river was bridged 
in various places and, in Bewdley, particularly looks at the way 
the river crossing developed from a one time ford into the 
magnificent bridge designed by Thomas Telford in 1798. 
 
The day starts with a journey by heritage steam train from 
Kidderminster to Bewdley. At Bewdley station you will be met 
and escorted to the museum where the staff will lead the day for 
you. This experience is intended to have a strong design and 
technology element together with the historical focus you would 
expect. 
 
The highlight of this visit for the children will probably be the part 
of the day that focuses on the coracle. The children will be 
shown various types of coracle, the materials they were made 
from, their differing designs, how they were made and their uses 
explained. A full sized coracle will be floated on a pond for the 
children to see in action. Then, working in pairs, the children will 
make their own model coracle to take back to school. 
 
Lunch will be taken in the pretty Jubilee Gardens adjacent to the 
museum or  inside should the weather be unkind. 

WHAT’S INCLUDED 
 
Return journey, usually by heritage steam train, in  reserved seats, 
from Kidderminster to Bewdley, the services of the staff at Bewdley 
Town Museum and activity sheets if required. 
 
Because this day is a particularly busy one, depart ures from 
Bridgnorth are not recommended unless a later retur n to school is 
possible. 
 
BOOKING ARRANGEMENTS, COSTS & TIMINGS 
 
‘River & Rail’ operates on May 4th - 28th & June 7t h - 18th 2010. 
 
Event timings are approximately as follows: 

The cost of this visit is £7.95 per child. 1 adult travels free per 10 
(or part of 10) paying pupils. Any additional adult s, above the free 
allocation, are also charged at the child rate.  
 
 
BOOKINGS ARE CO-ORDINATED BY SEVERN VALLEY RAILWAY 
AND NOT BY BEWDLEY TOWN MUSEUM. 
 
 
Please note - A minimum of 20, and maximum of 40, p aying pupils 
applies to this event. 
 
 
We strongly recommend a telephone booking in the fi rst instance 
to avoid disappointment. 

 
National Curriculum 
 
Geography - Pupils should be taught to identify and describe what places are 
like  in terms of weather, jobs, location, environment. To describe in which 
region/country the places are, whether they are near rivers or hills, what the 
nearest towns or cities are. To explain why places are like they are, in terms 
of weather conditions, local resources, historical development. 
 
Design & Technology/Science - Making skills, recognition and suitability of 
properties and characteristics of materials. 
 
Maths - Space, shape and measures. 

FROM KIDDERMINSTER ONLY 

Kidderminster depart 10.25 

Bewdley arrive 10.39 

Walk to Bewdley Museum 10.45 - 11.00 

Museum session 1 11.00 

Lunch 12.10 

Museum session 2 12.50 

Walk back to Bewdley station - arrive 2.35 

Bewdley depart 2.46 

Kidderminster arrive 2.57 

Rev.01/10 


